
among their peers. Our teens 
go on to help to educate and 
empower other teens and 
adults to make positive choices 
through meetings, presenta-
tions, trainings, workshops, 
conferences, campaigns and 
other community events.  Jove-
nes Latinos also work in col-
laboration with other Peer 
Leadership Youth Prevention 
and educational programs. 

The Community Ac-
tion Agency of Somerville 
(CAAS), a community non-
profit organization incorporated 
in 1981, is the legally designated 
anti-poverty agency for Somer-
ville.  The mission of CAAS is to 
reduce poverty among local 
families and individuals while 
working to counteract, and 
whenever possible eliminate, the 
societal conditions that cause 
and perpetuate poverty. 

Jovenes Latinos, the 
Youth Peer Leadership Program 
at CAAS, is the only program in 
Somerville that focuses on serv-
ing Latino Teens. Ismael 
Vasquez, the program’s Direc-
tor, organized Jovenes Latinos 
in 1992 and has met with this 
group weekly since its inception.  
A leader in the Somerville La-
tino community, Mr. Vasquez 
played an active role in organiz-
ing Latinos, including focus with 
youth. He also works to im-
prove the conditions for Latino 

students in 
the Somer-
ville Public 
Schools 
and partici-
pates in 
many other 
task forces 
to support 
better 
access for 
high educa-
tion and 
equality 
opportu-
nity for our 
Latino Students.  In the past 
years the group has targeted 
teen pregnancy, tobacco pre-
vention, HIV/AIDS, and environ-
mental justice. 

The teens who participate in 
Jovenes Latinos responsibility, 
respect, communication skills, 
conflict resolution, goal setting 
and decision making, in a cultur-
ally appropriate manner, so that 
the teens can become leaders 

History of CAAS Latino Youth Program in Somerville  
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Somerville Quiz! 

By: Roberto Barillas 

1. How many people live in Somerville? (Population) 

2. Where is Somerville located? (type of county) 

3. How many miles is Somerville from Boston and in which direction is 
Somerville from Boston? 

4. What is the fraction of immigrants living in Somerville? 

5. What are the names of the five squares in Somerville? 

6. What type of national recognition has Somerville recently won? 

7. In your own words, what do you think of Somerville? 

 

Find the 

answers 

inside! 



By Emelyn Guevara  
Many undocumented immigrants 
don’t know they can go to col-
lege. They think that just be-
cause they’re undocumented, 
college admissions will ask for 
their social security number and 
if they apply without one, they 
might be exposed. However, 
some undocumented immigrants 
know that some colleges do take 
them in. Even though undocu-
mented immigrants can’t get a 
scholarship, that shouldn’t stop 
them from getting a higher edu-
cation. The only way to get fi-
nancial assistance is through 
private loans but you need to 
have a co-signer who is a United 
States citizen or a green card 

holder. Today, there are pro-
grams out there trying to help 
undocumented immigrants go 
to college. The Massachusetts 
Immigrant and Refugee Advo-
cacy (MIRA) Coalition is trying 
to pass The Education Oppor-
tunity Act. This act lets un-
documented immigrants have 
the same rights a citizens do in 
getting financial assistance. The 
immigrant also has to attend a 
Massachusetts high school for 
at least three years. The 
DREAM Act would give immi-
grant students the chance to 
apply for a green card. The 
green card will allow students 
to get financial assistance, 
scholarships, and loans as well 

as the opportunity to be con-
sidered a resident for tuition 
purposes in their state. This 
problem is so important that 
students even made their own 
organization called Student 
Immigrant Movement (SIM). 
There are students around 
Massachusetts that come to-
gether to help other students 
learn and decide what they 
want their professional career 
to be. Why should undocu-
mented immigrant not do the 
same? They came to the United 
States to have a better life. 
College shouldn’t be an obsta-
cle to obtain their goals. 

ruled since 1961 by the 
right-wing National Con-
ciliation Party (PCN), and 
leftist antigovernment guer-
rilla units, , whose leading 
group was the Farabundo 
Martí National Liberation 
Front (FMLN).. The U.S. 
intervened on behalf of the 
military dictatorship, regard-
less of its numerous human 
rights violations. Between 
1980 to1982, about 30,000 
people were killed by death 

By Estefani Tejada 

Many individuals that 
immigrated from the 
period of 1980-1992 to 
the United States of 
America were from a 
small Central American 
country named El Salva-
dor. These individuals 

fled their country, leaving all their possessions and fami-
lies behind to escape the terror of the civil war going on 
in El Salvador. Technically the Civil War was between 
two opposing parties known as the government, which 

squads supported by the 
military. José Napoleón 
Duarte, who was a moder-
ate inhabitant and president 
from 1984 to 1989, pre-
sented an alternate choice 
to the political extremes of 
right and left, but was un-
able to end the war. In 
1989, Alfredo Cristiani of 
the right-wing Nationalist 
Republican Alliance 
(ARENA) was elected. Fi-
nally, On Jan. 16, 1992, the 

Should Immigrant Students Go to College? 

El Salvadorian Civil War 

Local residents were asked “Should undocumented immigrants got to college?”  
“Even though 
undocumented 
immigrants 
can’t get a 
scholarship, 
that shouldn’t 
stop them 
from getting a 
higher 
education.” 
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Harvard University 
Cambridge, MA 

Adults Students 
- “Yes, this is a free country. Everybody 
should have the opportunity to be some-
body.” (Somerville Resident) 

  
“Yes, they are people to that want to be 
better. Have a better life then their par-
ents.”  (Somerville Resident) 
  
“No, most of them aren’t educated enough 
to go to college.” (Somerville High teacher) 
  
“Yes, if they tried hard enough they should 
be rewarded.” (Somerville High teacher) 
  

“Yes, because we are all equal, we should be treated 
equal.” (High School Student) 
  
 “Yes, just because their undocumented doesn’t mean they 
can’t get a higher education (after high school) opportuni-
ties like we do.” (High School Student) 
  
“No, why should they waste education on immigrants than 
the people that are citizens.” (High School Student) 
  
“Yes, its right to have education even if they are undocu-
mented immigrants” (High School Student) 



By Roberto Barillas 

 Somerville has 
changed over the years. In my 
opinion, violence has increased 
a bit these days. I have been in 
fights and I have seen fights 
happen. Drugs have become 
more common than during 
earlier times because teenag-
ers think it’s cool.  People use 
firearms for the wrong rea-
sons such as shooting other 
people for revenge and hatred. 
Maybe there is more drug 
abuse because teenagers are 
curious or they just want to be 
cool. I just can’t stand kids 
doing drugs just to be cool, it’s 
just stupid. I have experience 
with fights. I fought some kid 
and then I got a detention be-
cause of it.  It is important that 
the Somerville community 
works together to be safe for 
everyone. 

 On February 21, I 
interviewed a very kind 
woman named Bernadette 
Sullivan. She works in the 
Somerville police department 
as an attorney. I asked her 

some questions that had to 
do with Somerville and the 
safety in the community. Here 
are some of the questions and 
answers: 

 

1. Question: Do you think 
that drugs abuse is out of 
control these days? 

Answer: “Work needs to be 
done on it. It’s not really out 
of control.” 

2. Question: Is teen vio-
lence a big problem?  

Answer: “Yes it is a big prob-
lem.” 

3. Question: Do you think 
that people are using 
firearms for the wrong 
reason? 

Answer: “Depends how many 
firearms are out there?” 

4. Question: What would 
you do to prevent teen 
violence in the commu-
nity? 

Answer: “Put programs in 
place like sports, community 

service, and leadership 
kills.” 

5. Question: How would 
you try to stop drug 
abuse? 

Answer: “Focus teens on 
other things.” 

6. Question: How does 
seeing teen violence 
make you feel when 
you go to visit a school?   

Answer:  “Teens should 
understand that something 
can be done without resort-
ing to violence.  Violence 
should be used only as a last 
resort.” 

7. Question: How many 
Latinos are working in 
the Somerville Police 
Department?  

Answer:” About three.” 

 

Those are the questions I 
asked Bernadette Sullivan. 
She was cooperative and 
very patient—not in a rush 
like other people I talk to. 

Safety in the Somerville community  

“Teens should 
understand 

that 
something can 

be done 
without 

resorting to 
violence.” 
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Child Labor Laws 

By Emelyn Guevara 

In the early 1900’s child labor was 
widespread and unregulated. Since 
then, the introduction of US Child La-
bor Laws has helped the numbers de-
cline. Actually, the state of Massachu-
setts enacted the first statewide child 
labor law in 1836.  It wasn’t really that 
great because the requirement for a 
child under 15 was just to go to school 
for at least three months a year. But, 
throughout the years the laws changed 
and made it what it is today, with strict 
requirements nationally and in each 
state. Since January 3, 2007, there was 
a New Child Labor Law Reform. Many  

laws were changed and were 
amended. That doesn’t mean that 
the current child labor laws are in 
perfect condition.  People still violate 
the laws and take advantage of  
youth today, knowing that youth are 
not informed about their rights.  
Sometimes the employer doesn’t 
know the rights of the youth.  The 
youth that are not informed can’t 
stand up for themselves if any prob-
lems were happening in their job. 
They sometimes don’t know they 
can get hurt both through physical 
injury and overall health.   
A new Child Labor Law Task force  

in our area is made up of youth, par-
ents, community groups, young work-
ers, safety experts, and government 
agencies. They help keep youth work-
ers healthy and safe. They inform the 
community and make sure the laws are 
being improved and enforced. Jovenes 
Latinos are involved with the Task 
Force (MASSCOSH) which is trying to 
advertise and inform the community 
for youth and adults in Massachusetts. 
We give advice and help as a youth’s 
point of view. Child Labor laws affect 
14- 18 years old and are a big conflict, 
but Jovenes Latinos are helping to im-
prove it. 



government signed a peace treaty 
with the guerrilla forces, officially 

ending the 12-year civil war 
that had killed 75,000.  The 
civil war in El Salvador af-
fected the lives of many 
innocent people. Although 
many may know the techni-
cal part of the war, there is 

much to be learned about the per-
sonal experiences of those who lived 
it on a daily basis. I myself, being the 
daughter of two immigrants, know 

the hardships that my par-
ents faced and their struggle 
to come to the United States 
to save their own lives, and 
the lives of my brother and 
sister. My mother, Dolores 
Pena, shares, “La Guerilla, or 
the rebels, were in constant 
confrontation with the gov-
ernment soldiers. Neither 
side cared what they did, or 
how their actions affected 
the people. Repeatedly, la 

Guerilla and the government sol-
diers, without reason, took entire 
families and just killed them. It didn’t 
matter whether they were kids, or 
not. To take revenge, the families of 
the victims would fight with the op-

posing side in which killed 
their loved ones. Regu-
larly, spiteful individuals 

would tell either the Guerilla or 
the government soldiers that a 
certain person was against them, 
and fighting for the other side.  
When this happened, the side in 
which the individual went to go 
tell would come and kill the per-
son.” These experiences would 
happen generally, to any inno-
cent bystander that by some 
chance was there at the wrong 
place and at the wrong time.  
 The civil war affected 
the life of my parents in a par-
ticular way, as it did too many. 
My mother explains, “When I 
was pregnant with Yessenia, a 
plane began to drop bombs 
close to my house. By a miracle, 
I didn’t have a miscarriage, but it 
was close to one.” Thinking 
about my sister not being with 
me today is something difficult 
for me to cope with, since she is 
someone so important in my 
life. On another occasion, a bul-
let almost hit my sister in the 
face, when crossfire occurred 
out of no where.  A certain 
event that is unforgettable to my 
mother is one in which she was 
near her house, in the river. She 
remembers, “When I went to go 
swim in the river to cool off 
from the intensity of the heat a 

shooting began between la 
Guerilla and the government 
soldiers. I could feel the bullets 
flying close to me. All I could 
think about was that I was going 
to die and my son and daughter 
were going to be left alone. I got 
my stuff from the river and be-
gan to walk back to the house, 
but really wanting to run. I knew 
that if I ran they would shoot at 
me and kill me so I walked in 
fear.” 
 The civil war in El Salva-
dor was an intense one. It cor-
rupted the lives of many, and 
ended many more. The mental 
and physical damage that it did 
to many people was unbeliev-
able. I myself could not imagine 
being put in that situation, and 
being able to live with it for so 
long. The men, women, and chil-
dren who suffered and lived 
through this war were coura-
geous, strong, and admirable 
individuals in my point of view.   
 
This story is told in the view-
point of my mother. When you 
think about it, there are so many 
other people that have life sto-
ries similar to that of my mom—
many times, stories untold.  

El Salvador, continued from page 2 

“All I could 
think about 
was that I was 
going to die 
and my son 
and daughter 
were going to 
be left alone.” 
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Davis Square,  
Somerville, 
MA 

backgrounds are living.  Races such as: 
Blacks, Latinos, Whites,  etc., interact 
with each other on a daily basis.  

   Immigrants in the United States have 
been discriminated against throughout 
history.  Not only for being undocu-
mented immigrants, but also just being a 
child of undocumented immigrants, 
makes you a second generation of im-
migration too.                

Maria Escobar immigrated to the United 
States from El Salvador when she was 
only 19 years old to get a better life and 
to be able to support her 2 children 
who were in El Salvador at the time in 
care  of their grandmother.  Like other 
of millions of  immigrants, Maria didn’t 

By Jennifer Escobar      

For a very long time, peo-
ple and laws of the United 
States have discriminated 
against newcomers, also 
called “immigrants” that 
have just arrived at the 

United States to get a better life. Why 
are immigrants discriminated against? 
Well, for numerous reasons such as: 
taking up space, taking  jobs, etc.  But 
what kind of jobs are immigrants taking? 
None other than the only jobs available 
to them – the ones that nobody else 
wants.                

I live in the city of Somerville, a very 
diverse city where people from many 

know any English when she first 
arrived to the United States.  
 Rene Tejada also immi-
grated to the United States from El 
Salvador when he was just 21 years 
old to get a better life.  Like Maria, 
he didn’t know any English when he 
first arrived at the United States.    
 These two people strug-
gled very hard to make their lives 
better in the United States.  They 
are now proud residents of the 
United States.  Unfortunately, they 
still get labeled as  “illegal” like the 
other thousands of undocumented 
immigrants living in the United 
States, trying to live the “American 
Dream”.     

Discrimination in Somerville 



Somervil le Qu iz Answers! 

By Estefani Tejada 
Dear Ask a High School Stu-
dent, 
 Although this might 
not seem like an OMG to the 
Zoogle power problem…it is!!! 
A week ago I was at the mall 
and saw my ex…he still looked 
cute. He said hi to me and I did 
too but I left quickly so I would 
avoid conversation. I mean I 
know that I would start to like 
him again which I didn’t want 
to happen… he’s my ex for a 
reason. Three days later I run 
into him at the park and he 
asked me to go out on a date, I 
said no that I couldn’t and that 
we could only be friends. Now 
I am really confused about 
what I feel and think that I am 
starting to like him again!! 
Should I give him another 
chance?? 
 -Stuck Between the 
past and Present 
 
Dear Stuck between the Past 
and Present, 
 Talk about Déjà vu! 
Well giving him another chance 
depends all on you! Why did 
you break up with him? Was it 
for a reason that was stupid 
and pride got the best of you 
or was it a situation in which 
he pressured, controlled, or 
made you feel bad? Like you 
said, he’s an ex for a reason, 
but does that reason hurt you 
in anyway or was it a reason 
that you can forget about and 

just move on? Think about it.. 
Just in case, don’t get your 
hopes up because there is a 
slim to none a chance that he 
has or will change. Go get 
him…if he is truly what you 
seek. 
-Ask a High School Student 
 
Dear Ask a High School Stu-
dent, 
 Although this country 
is said to be full of equality, I 
have faced something that no 
13 year old should face. I was 
trying to find a job so I could 
save some money and helpmy 
parents with the bills. I proudly 
can say I am Latino and love my 
heritage. As I applied for the 
job I thought that although it 
would not be much, it would 
be something. As I walked into 
the store and handed in my 
application, a Caucasian woman 
looked at me, took the applica-
tion, and said that there were 
no positions available. I thanked 
her for her time and left. When 
she thought I wasn’t looking 
she threw my application away 
muttering, “I’m not going to 
hire a Spic, especially a poor 
Spic.” I felt so hurt, what had I 
ever done to her? I feel as if 
they rejected me due to my 
ethnicity…since there was a 
sign that said Help Wanted… 
and the way that I was treated!! 
What should I do? 
 -Rejected While Be-
ing Discriminated 

 
 
Dear Rejected While Being Dis-
criminated, 
 You did nothing wrong 
and what you went through 
should have never happened! 
There is no excuse for that per-
son’s actions!! Although it is a 
sad thing to imagine, discrimina-
tion still lives on till this day. In 
this world there are many close-
minded people that don’t realize 
that this world is made up of all 
types of people and although 
you may be “poor” you are 
more educated than her!! Let 
me explain myself. You realize 
what is going on in the world 
and that your ethnicity had noth-
ing to do with your job ability…
It’s the individual person. In your 
local city you can go to a dis-
crimination organization and 
report what you have been 
through. What I want you to 
realize is that a discrimination 
case is hard to prove and noth-
ing may come out of it at all. 
Although this may happen, an-
other factor is that the investiga-
tion that is conducted can find 
her guilty of discrimination, since 
discrimination due to race is 
illegal. Although she may not be 
found guilty of anything you will 
help her realize that what she is 
doing is wrong. Your actions will 
prevent her from doing it again 
and can save another child that 
really does not what is going on! 
Good luck and best of wishes!! 

Ask-A-High School Student Advice Column 

Somerville Quiz Answers 

 
 
 
“I proudly can 

say I am 
Latino and 
love my 

heritage.” 
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Somerville, MA 

Union Square 
Somerville, MA 

1. 77,478 people recent live in Somerville. 

2. Middlesex county 

3. Somerville is two miles north of Boston. 

4. 1/3 of people in Somerville are immigrants. 

5. Davis Square, Union Square, Ball Square, Teele Square, and Magoun Square. 

6. Somerville recently received national recognition as a model of innovation and efficiency 
for their 311 customer service helpline and Somers tat, a data-driven style of managing gov-
ernment services.  
7. Your own words. 
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Jovenes Latinos 

Find Out more about CAAS! 

www.caasomerville.org 

Estefani N. Tejada is a 15 year old sophomore at Somerville High School. She is a peer 
leader at CAAS Jovenes Latinos and is determined to help the youth and Immigrant com-
munity. Estefani hopes to one day accomplish the dream of becoming a doctor and to give 
back to the community that she grew up in. 
 
Emelyn I. Guevara is 16 and came from Immigrant parents. She goes to Somerville High 
School and is in the 10th grade. She is Hispanic and began to work at CAAS last year. 
 
Roberto A. Barillas is a very kind person. He is 14 years old and goes to the Cummings 
School. Roberto works at CAAS and says that Somerville could be way better than it is 
now. 
 
Jennifer S. Escobar, 15 and a sophomore at SHS, is a proud Latino Youth Peer Leader at 
CAAS.  She enjoys helping the Somerville immigrant community as much as she can.  In the 
future, Jennifer wants to become a psychologist. 
 
Ismael Vasquez is a native of El Salvador. He has been a resident of the United States for 
the last twenty four years. He completed his GED, the high school equivalent education at 
Roxbury Community College and attended the University of Massachusetts, Boston for 
two years getting a certificate in community development. He has worked at the Commu-
nity Action Agency of Somerville since 1992 and is currently the Director of the Latino 
Protection Program, Jovenes Latinos.  
 
Dena Greenblum is a sophomore at Tufts University majoring in International Relations 
and Community Health.  This year she is working with the Immigrant Service Providers’ 
Group on Health as her scholar’s project with the Tisch College of Citizenship and Public 
Service. 
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CAAS Wordsearch 

CAAS 

CARLOS 

CITIZENS 

DENA 
EMELYN 

ESTEFANI 

GREENCARD 

IMMIGRANTS 

ISMAEL 

JENNIFER 

T K S Y J C X P K A Q I U F K  

A E Q N A E N F D E M P N T T  

N K E U E P N O U M P N D U N  

E O G N Z Z O N I D Z K O N E  

D J A O E U I G I W X W C V D  

X K Q Y M M R T F F A U U K I  

H J F A I A P B I H E G M V S  

I E R M N T C O S C U R E I E  

S G P T H A C O W H U C N X R  

E A S D R A C N E E R G T O A 

M J A L D S U S K D R U E A V  

E B O C S W G Y R V J M D C H  

L S K A E S T E F A N I E U N  

Y F M L E A M S I B Q Y H N C    



 


